Viscount Halifax

Mercier and Portal might be disappointed at the persistence
of the Archbishop's 'great reserve/ but neither the Dean nor
Dr. Frere considered he could have acted otherwise. Another
peacemaker between him and Halifax was the Archbishop of
York, who, with the privilege of a long-standing affection,
could write to the latter on April i6th:

If, my dear old friend, you were a golfer, I would point out the
danger of 'pressing,' a fault which is very apt to spoil the game.
But indeed I know how natural it is for you, with the years
shortening, to 'press/13

So, before the end of April, Halifax had come round to the
Archbishop's view that the primacy of the Roman See was the
fundamental question which must have priority. For this reason
he agreed that Gore and Bariffol, who had been -waging a paper
war on the subject, should be asked to the next conference. He
had heard from Portal that Mercier was so discouraged by the
Archbishop's coolness as to be contemplating the abandon-
ment of the Conversations, feeling that if they -were to degen-
erate into a wrangle on the Roman claims they had better
not continue. Halifax accordingly wrote persuasively to
Mercier:

I must confess ... that I was a little disappointed with the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury's last letter. I thought he might have shown
more enthusiasm and that other things needed saying in addition
to those which he did say. But on reflection I am not sure that I
was not unjust.

We were, he explained, an insular people, "whom it would
take time to convince 'that it is our duty to recognize a Primacy,
not merelyjure ecclesiastico but jure divine.9 The Archbishop was
probably prudent in his 'reserve,' particularly in view of the
prejudice which a more forthcoming attitude might cause to
the settlement of current ecclesiastical questions (such as the